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now masters of France, forced it to proclaim a republic on the
spot.
Thus this Revolution, like that of 1830, was the work of Paris
and was proclaimed from the Hotel de Ville, the centre of muni-
cipal life; but instead of hailing it with joy, France merely endured
it. The name Republic still revived memories of the guillotine
and the assignats, and nowhere did the republicans form more
than a small minority. But at that lime the provinces had no
means of offering resistance to Paris, nor did it occur to them to
do so. Having obtained the upper hand at the Hotel de Ville,
the workers imposed certain Socialist formulas upon the Provi-
sional Government, such as 'the right to work*, 'national work-
shops', and a shorter working day.
As in 1830, the Revolution placed a new set of men in power,
who, though still bourgeois, lawyers, doctors, and journalists, were
inspired by sentiments unknown to the Orlcanist bourgeoisie.
Carried away by a burst of democratic enthusiasm for the liberty
of the people, analogous to the national aspirations of 1789, these
'men of 1848', as they have been called, desired the good of the
people, but they had small knowledge of the practical conditions
necessary for obtaining it.
At that time the various classes lived so much apart that, even
when the bourgeois were republicans, they had no personal rela-
tions with the workers, who usually lived on the upper floors of
houses occupied by the bourgeoisie. As a token of their respect
for the people, the members of the Government included among
them a working mechanic named Albert, the head of a secret
society, who had been recommended to them by the insurgents
and whose very name was unknown to them. They wished to do
something for the good of the people - represented in their eyes
by the workers of Paris - but they did not know what to do, and
even the workers themselves had no clear ideas on the subject,
On the other hand, they were anxious to avoid disorder, since it-
might discredit the Republic. Their cry was 'the combination
of order with liberty'. Under the impression of these generous
sentiments and confused ideas they hastily established a new
political system in the course of a few days.
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